
Questionnaire on existing Recreational Crabbing Regulations 
Note  a.     These are a plain English version extract by David Bateman Deputy Chairman Sunfish. Please refer to the published fisheries regulations for the legal interpretation.

Note b.   A  final submission proposed by Sunfish members will refer  primarily to recreational crabbing regulations only – although the commercial sector is preparing their own submission a comments section at the end will allow areas of commercial concern to be addressed.

Note c.  This submission refers to   Mud crabs  and   Sand crabs (blue swimmer) only – lobsters & spanner crabs are not under review.
Note d.  If you agree with the existing regulation please say so.

Note e.  Some proposals regarding apparatus & marking of crab pots have already been proposed & may come into legislation prior to this review.

General recreational regulations applying to both species statewide –
1. Size :- mud crabs 15cm spine to spine ,  sand crabs  11.5cm notch to notch.

           Comment –......
2. Taking of female crabs is prohibited (there is a research workshop in November to assess the risk & benefits of taking female mudcrabs). Comments on keeping all or limited numbers of female crabs would be helpful.
   Comment -......
3. Possessing crab meat, crabs without carapace or claws without the crab body is prohibited unless intended for immediate consumption
   Comment -......
4. There are no closed seasons for the taking of sand & mud crabs.

   Comment –.......
       5     a. No more than 4 crab pots or dillies (combined number)may be used per person.
              Comment –.......
               b. No more than 4 crab pots or dillies per person may be on a boat on the water

              Comment –.......
              c.  The use of inverted dillies(witches hats) is to be phased out from 2nd April 2010. ( although the legislation is unlikely to be changed , you may like to comment on alternatives such as daylight use only, attendance rules, heavier wire hoops etc).
             Comment -.....
      6     a. Crab pots must be marked with a tag showing the name & address of owner .(For identification should the owner actually be present when they are used by a child or friend)
             Comment –......
           b. Surface floats must be light in colour, & show owner identification .(The use of plastic bottles etc has come under criticism due to their fragile nature. Comment is sought on what should constitute an appropriate identification, type & size of surface float.)
         Comment -.....
       7.   Crab pot theft happens in all areas & locations.  Many suggestions have been made but have not stopped this activity. Do you have any successful ideas on how to avoid crab pot theft ?
        Comment –......
      8. There is now no age limit for the legal recreational use of crab apparatus eg. a child of any age can have & use up to 4 crab pots. Should there be a lower age limit or a clause re being capable of using a crab pot.
        Comment -......
Some areas of concern that have been raised from the previous Crab MAC and are under consideration
· Entanglement of species such as turtles & crocodiles in both pot entrances & excess floating rope.

· some suggestions for comment, sinking rope of heavier diameter(less chance of entanglement), vertical restriction cord at pot entrance( stops an animal from getting to inner entrance), heavier weight pots (reduces chance of pots drifting or shifted by entangled animals).

      Comment -....................................................................
· Theft of pots or removal of crabs in open water & mangrove estuaries.

·  Some suggestions for comment, attendance at pots, distinctive marking or colour, more enforcement, allow 4 pots on one float(trot line), sinking of pots in restricted waterways(creeks), floats replaced by ID tag in restricted waterways(less obvious).
    Comment –......................................................................
Commercial crabbing 

Any commercial  comments will be considered by SUNFISH Qld & where relevant will be referred to Fisheries Queensland for consideration 
These replies will form the basis of the SUNFISH submission to Fisheries Queensland & may be returned electronically to batemanw@bigpond.net.au or by post to PO Box 212,Margate,4020
Contact details (optional) :- .....                                        
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